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On 21st March we were delighted to
welcome a group of delegates from
DLUHC who had travelled from all over
England to spend their Away Day at our
offices in the Jewellery Quarter.
Steve Nesbit and his team were keen to
learn about all of our work with a special
interest in the Afghan and Ukrainian
Resettlement programmes. After arriving
and being introduced to the team, our
Head of Service Abbas Baig gave an
introduction into RMC’s background and
work followed by a presentation about
our resettlement work by Sandra Tittel
and Kamran Mushtaq.
During the morning sessions all 16
delegates were shown around both of
our sites in small groups where they had
a chance to talk to members of our
frontline, resettlement, employment and
health teams as well as some of the
resettled families from around the
region.
Our visitors were very grateful for the
opportunity to talk to families around
housing issues in particular and have
found the information exchange very
helpful for the development of future
resettlement policy.
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“The FSW at RMC is very professional and helps solve all
our problems and questions all the time. She helped us
with Universal Credit, questions about my disability
status, blue badge, and many others I cannot
remember. She helped with child benefit for our baby
which we didn’t receive for 9months and we got it very
quickly after she started working on this.
She remembers everything that we discuss and
completed all our questions.” - Client Feedback
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A Ukrainian children’s orchestra has been
established to help retain cultural identity and
support with trauma and wellbeing.
Children of all levels and all ages (ideally 8-18
years) are welcome. Rehearsals take place at
the Midlands Art Centre (MAC) in Canon Hill Park
from 11:30am (arrival time) for two hours, 12-2pm
every Sunday. 
Some members of Birmingham Conservatoire
are helping with wind instruments and the 20
year old Ukrainian conductor is currently
studying composition there. 

This is a very exciting opportunity as there are
lots of instruments to choose from and some
lessons will also be offered with no costs
involved. 

VINOCHOCK ORCHRESTRA

If you would like to sign up your child
for free or interested in finding out

more, please email
birminghamforukraine@gmail.com 

UKRAINIAN ROUTE CHANGES
THIS BRIEFING IS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES AND DOES NOT CONSTITUTE LEGAL ADVICE.
WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU SEEK EXPERT LEGAL ADVICE IF ANY OF THE BELOW APPLIES TO

YOU. 
Ukraine Permission Extension scheme (UPE)
In February 2024, the government announced that people who have permission to stay
under one of the Ukraine Schemes will be able to apply for an additional 18 months of
permission to stay in the UK within three months before the expiry of their current
permission to stay. 
This further permission to stay will provide the same entitlements to access work, benefits,
healthcare and education. The application will be free. 
Further details of the scheme have not yet been published. 

Ukraine Family Scheme
This Scheme closed for new applications at 3pm on 19th of February 2024. Any
applications that were submitted before that date will still be considered under the
previous rules.

Homes for Ukraine
This scheme is still open but permission to stay is now granted for 18 months (rather than
3 years).
For applications submitted after 3pm on the 19th of February, eligible applicants may be
sponsored by people who are British or Irish Citizens or settled in the UK.

Ukraine Extension Scheme
This Scheme is closing for new applications on 16th May 2024. Applications remain open
for children born in the UK to parents that have permission under on the Ukraine Schemes. 
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UKRAINIAN ROUTE CHANGES 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

THIS BRIEFING IS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES AND DOES NOT CONSTITUTE LEGAL ADVICE. WE RECOMMEND
THAT YOU SEEK EXPERT LEGAL ADVICE IF ANY OF THE BELOW APPLIES TO YOU. 

What will happen if I don’t receive a decision on a UPE application before my current
permission to stay expires? 
The law protects people that submitted a valid application in time and before the current
leave expires (known as 3C leave).
Your leave is extended for as long as the Home office takes to make a decision. This
means you will continue to have the right to work and claim benefits while you wait for a
decision 
You would normally not able to travel whilst your application is pending. 

How will be notified that we are eligible to apply for the UPE?
The Home Office has not published details about the scheme yet but it is expected that
this will happen towards the end of 2024 as the first visas granted under the Ukraine
Schemes will be expiring in March 2025. 
We advise you to seek legal advice within the three months before the expiry of your
permission to stay in the UK.

What kind of evidence will need to be submitted for the UPE application? Do I need to
show that I have made the UK my main place of residency? 
The Home Office has not published details about the scheme yet but it is expected that
this will happen towards the end of 2024. 
Normally people applying for further leave to remain are asked to prove their residence in
the UK for the duration of their current permission to stay. While we do not yet know what
documents will be required for this application, it is generally advised that you keep
records or your residency in the UK such as payslips, school/college letters, NHS letters,
utility bills, bank statements etc.

My Biometric Residence Permit (BRP) is expiring on 31/12/2024 but my permission to
stay is valid for longer. How will I be able to prove that we have permission to stay and
travel outside the UK?
The Home Office plans to phase out all BRPs by the end of 2024 and move to a digital
system of eVisas.
An eVisa is an online record of your immigration status and the conditions of your
permission to enter or stay in the UK. You will need to create a UKVI account, if you don’t
already have one, to be able to access your eVisa. 
If you have a BRP that expires on 31 December 2024, the Home Office will contact you to
explain how to create a UKVI account and access your eVisa before the expiry date of
your BRP.
During 2024, you should continue to carry your in-date BRP when travelling internationally
until it expires.
From Summer 2024 onwards, if the passport or national identity document you are
travelling with is linked to your UKVI account, airlines and other carriers will be able to
digitally check that you have permission to come to the UK.
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As part of the homelessness strategy, Birmingham City Council (BCC) has made available
a limited number of properties under the Local Authority Housing Fund (LAHF). Although
these properties are classed as Temporary Accommodation (TA) they are dispersed
accommodation and are a better alternative to the traditional TA offer. 
The properties are partially furnished prior to occupancy, however, to support guests
moving into these properties, BCC will make available a grant of up to £2,000 for additional
essential items. 
It is important to note that access to this grant is not an automatic entitlement. It is a
discretionary grant which means that applications may be refused if they do not meet the
specific conditions.
Key points to note:
Grant Amount:  The maximum amount available is up to £2000 and is subject to approval.

Eligibility:   The grant is available to households on the Homes for Ukraine programme in              
Birmingham who are facing homelessness and who have a homelessness application
registered with Birmingham City Council. 
It is not available to: 
a)households on the Family Visa or Ukraine Extension Scheme. 
b)Homes For Ukraine households who have not been hosted in Birmingham

Application Limit: 
On receipt of the tenancy for an LAHF property the household can submit one application
within the first month of moving in. 

Evidence Requirements: 
Please ensure that you provide valid documentation/receipts to support your application.
Payments in advance will not be made. 

Eligible items
Items eligible are restricted to: 
a)Flooring (if there is no covering on the concrete), 
b)Washing machine, 
c)Dining table, 
d)Wardrobe.

The financial support for LAHF properties is not part of the regular HFU Move On fund, which
is why the list of eligible items is restricted. This means when your family is ready to move
from the LAHF property into permanent accommodation an application to the Move On
fund can be made. However, any monies already paid towards the LAHF property will be
deducted before considering your application to the Move On fund. It is also important to
note that any items purchased for the LAHF property should be retained by your family
when moving to new accommodation as a new application for the same items will be
rejected.

Please speak to your advisor at Spring Housing if you have any questions about the Local
Authority Housing Fund and how to register your homeless application. 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR ACCOMMODATION 
UNDER THE LOCAL AUTHORITY HOUSING FUND
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We would like to inform you of some important updates regarding the Move On fund,
designed to help Ukrainian households to move into independent accommodation.
It is important to note that access the move to the fund is not an automatic entitlement.
The fund is a discretionary grant which means that applications may be refused if they do
not meet the outlined conditions.
More details about the move on is available at: Homes for Ukraine – move on funding |
Birmingham City Council.
                
Here are the key updates:
1. Grant Amount:   The maximum amount available is dependent on the number of
guests in your household up to £2000/£4000. Please note this funding is not an automatic
entitlement and is subject to approval. 

2. Eligibility:  The grant is available to households hosted under the Homes for Ukraine
scheme in Birmingham. 
It is not available to: 
(a) households on the Family Visa or Ukraine Extension Scheme. 
(b) Homes For Ukraine households who have not been hosted in Birmingham. 
Applications from guests who have been rematched into Birmingham from another Local
Authority maybe considered on an individual basis depending on BCC receiving funding
following the transfer.
3. Application Limit: Each household can submit a maximum of two applications within the
first three months of securing a tenancy within the private rented sector. Please
remember that the application is linked to the property and not to individuals within the
group.

4. Evidence Requirements:  Please ensure that you provide valid documentation/receipts
to support your application. Payments in advance will not be made. 

5. Eligible items:  The list of eligible items has been updated. This list is not exhaustive;
however, only essential or emergency items will be considered. The updated list can be
found on the website at:
Homes for Ukraine – move on funding | Birmingham City Council.
Please speak to your advisor at Spring Housing if you have any questions that have not
been answered by the above link and before you apply.

HOMES FOR UKRAINE TEAM
BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL

 IMPORTANT UPDATE ON 
MOVE ON GRANT CONDITIONS 5

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50276/ukraine_sponsorship_scheme_homes_for_ukraine/2663/homes_for_ukraine_%E2%80%93_move_on_funding
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50276/ukraine_sponsorship_scheme_homes_for_ukraine/2663/homes_for_ukraine_%E2%80%93_move_on_funding
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50276/ukraine_sponsorship_scheme_homes_for_ukraine/2663/homes_for_ukraine_%E2%80%93_move_on_funding


Access support  services across
Birmingham and the West

Midlands specifically for
Ukrainians

Go to:
www.migrantadviceportal.org
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KRYLA
KRYLA is a newly established organization in Birmingham, dedicated to

empowering Ukrainians who have recently arrived in the UK. Our goal is to create
a welcoming and supportive community—a place where Ukrainians feel at home,
where their traditions are respected, and where they always feel understood and

valued.

Founded by Ukrainians who have themselves fled the war, KRYLA understands the
ongoing needs and challenges of adapting to life in the UK. Our mission is to help

Ukrainians integrate quickly and easily, enabling them to build independent,
fulfilling futures.

We offer a comprehensive range of programs for all ages, including mental health
support, guidance on employment and entrepreneurship, socialization through
our Youth Club, participation in sports activities, cultural events, tailored English

lessons, a Business Speaking Club, art classes, and more. Additionally, we provide
volunteering opportunities for Ukrainians, helping them gain valuable skills and

experiences.

At KRYLA, We believe that through unity, Ukrainians find strength and hope,
building a brighter future for themselves and their families in a new country.
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Midlands Art Centre Repair
Café 

6th April – 25th May
11am - 2pm | FREE, drop in | First Floor

Gallery
Bring your broken items to be fixed by
Balsall Heath repair café!
The first session on Sat 6 April will focus
on textiles repair. Their skilled volunteer
menders will be on hand to fix your
household electrical appliances and
textile items. Join them to save old
items from being thrown away and
enjoy sharing skills, building
relationships, having fun and learning
new things.

Midlands Art Centre 
Knit Social

Sun 14 April
2pm - 4pm | FREE, booking essential |

First Floor Gallery
Get cosy and creative at our Knit Social
event, inspired by Tatiana Wolska's
exhibition.
Bring your knitting needles and join
fellow art enthusiasts for an afternoon
of stitching and chatting. Whether
you're a seasoned knitter or a beginner,
everyone is welcome to unwind,
connect, and share the joy of making.

You Said, We Did!
Hosts informed us that they would like the monthly virtual networking forum to be
arranged on different weeknights rather than just a Thursday. We have therefore
taken their feedback on board and the next host event is on Tuesday 23rd April
(7pm-8pm)
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If you would like to share any feedback with us, please email us at:
ukraineb@rmcentre.org.uk with ‘feedback’ as the subject line. We would love to have

your suggestions, ideas and comments to improve this service. 
Alternatively, if you have an upcoming event or wish to share a positive story, please write

to the above email address with ‘FAO Sandra’ in the email subject line. 
Deadlines for submissions are the 30th April 2024. 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT
NAME: Tarek Hadeed
JOB ROLE: Family Support Worker
BIO: 16 years of experience in the humanitarian sector in 4 INGOs
and several local charities. 3 academic degrees: MBA, BSc
Economics, and Crisis and Disaster Management diploma. 
WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT YOUR ROLE? the ability to
elevate suffering and to help people with a new fresh start in
their lives.
WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR GREATEST ACHIVEMENT AT RMC SO FAR? I
am happy to say that every day brings new successful stories
for HfU hosts and guests, in terms of education, work and social
integration. However, my greatest achievement was to be able
to serve in all resettlement projects across three different offices
for RMC.

St George’s Day - 23rd April 2024
St George's Day used to be a national holiday in England. It is now an observance that is
celebrated with parades, dancing and other activities. Flags with the image of St George's
cross are flown on some buildings, especially pubs, and a few people wear a red rose on
their lapel. Church services on the Sunday closest to April 23rd often include the hymn
'Jerusalem', written by the poet William Blake. The words describe a supposed visit to
Glastonbury, England, by Jesus Christ during his youth.

Shakespeare Day – 23rd April 2024
Many fans and enthusiasts of William Shakespeare, who was one of England’s greatest
poets and dramatists, celebrate National Shakespeare Day, also known as Shakespeare
Day, on April 23 each year.
Special pageants are held at Stratford-upon-Avon in Warwickshire, where Shakespeare
was born and where thousands of tourists go each year to see his plays performed. The
bells of Holy Trinity Church ring out and the Mayor of Stratford leads a procession there to
lay flowers on Shakespeare’s’ grave. The procession includes bands, civic dignitaries,
costumed actors and actresses, Morris dancers, and the staff and pupils of some local
schools.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 12
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ESOL HUB BIRMINGHAM

Help people with English Language
needs by finding a suitable English
course around the City. 
An online test to check your level of
English
A list of ESOL course providers

M: 0121 303 4318
W: www.birmingham.esolhub.co.uk

JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN SIXTH FORM
COLLEGE

Offer short, intensive courses along
with part time one-year courses.
Vocational ESOL
Can study other vocational
qualifications alongside ESOL 

E: info.adultlearning@jcc.ac.uk
W: www.jcc.ac.uk

LOCAL SUPPORT & ESOL 

NORTH BIRMINGHAM 4UKRAINE

ESOL Classes 
Monday morning classes 
Offer a friendly learning environment
with free refreshments
Focus on making learning fun and
appropriate to everyday life in the UK.

  
Contact: esol@nb4u.co.uk

W: www.nb4u.co.uk

MOSELEY FOR UKRAINE

Informal English classes 
Beginner; 10:00 – 12:00
Intermediate; 13:00 – 15:00
Course is free of charge
Create a CV 
Translate your Ukrainian diploma/s if
necessary. 

E: Moseleyforukraine@gmail.com
W: www.moseleyforukraine.org CENTRALA

ESOL Classes
Tailored learning – cater to your
unique goals
Experienced Instructors – providing a
supportive and engaging learning
environment
Practical approach – to support your
language for everyday life
Flexible scheduling – morning or
evening classes.

M: 0121 513 0240
W: www.centrala-space.org.uk

BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA 
UK NETWORK 

ESOL Classes 
Information, advice and guidance
Social and celebration events
Day trips 

M: 0121 772 3052
W: www.bosniauknetwork.org

EASTERN EUROPEAN WELFARE
ASSOCIATION

Bespoke employment advice, coaching
and CV writing
Vocational ESOL
Access to Ukrainian speaking
Psychologists
General information, advice and
guidance

M: 0121 740 0824
W: www.ewacic.com

STEP UKRAINE PROGRAMME

Virtual 12-week English language and
employment programme
2.5 hour daily English classes 
Options for morning, afternoon or
evening lessons
Remote and teacher led

M: 0800 319 6089
W: www.worldjewishrelief.org/stepukraine/
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SCAN QR CODE FOR OUR
WELCOME PACK

ENGLISHUKRANIAN
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